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Target Print Function Letters vs. Words 

Don’t forget to talk about the highlighted topic 2-3 times as you read this book! 
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S i t  To ge t h e r  A n d  Re a d  

Context: Near the end of the 
book, there is a page spread with 

Sophie sitting on a high tree branch. 
 
Teacher:  Do you think there is more 
letters on this page or more words?  
 
Child:  Words! 
 
Teacher:  Remember letters make 
words. Let’s count to find out if 
there are more letters or more 
words. 

PREDICTING 

Context: Near the end of the book, 
there is a page spread with Sophie 
sitting on a high tree branch. 

GENERALIZING 

Context:  In the book, there is a page spread 
with Sophie’s red shadow punching the word 
“smash.” 
 
 
Teacher:  The letter S  starts this word smash. 
Let’s point together to the letter S that starts 
the word smash. 

CO-PARTICIPATING 

ELICITING THE ANSWER 

Context:  In the book, there is a 
page spread with Sophie’s red 
shadow punching the word 
“smash.” 
 
Teacher:  We see the letter S on 
this page. S is the first letter in  
the word smash. Which letter is 
this? 
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S i t  To ge t h e r  A n d  Re a d  

Context:  In the book, there is a 
page spread with a volcano with 

the word explode erupting from it. 
 
Teacher:  Why do you think the word 
explode is coming out of the volca-
no? 

REASONING Context:  Last page of the story 
 
Teacher:  This word is a sound the 

PREDICTING 

Context:  In the book, there is a page spread 
with Sophie emitting a huge, red roar. 
 
Teacher: This is where Sophie ROARS! Show 
me where Sophie ROARS. 
 
Child: Right here. 
 
Teacher: Yes! The letters in the word roar 
are part of this red picture.  

ELICITING THE ANSWER 

REDUCING CHOICES 

Context:  In the book, there is a 
page spread with Sophie 
emitting a huge, red roar. 
 
Teacher:  Is Sophie roaring here? 
(point to Sophie and the word 
“ROAR”) or here (point to the 
doll on the opposite page)?  
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